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TAGS: EAIR, FR, UK, US 

SUBJ: CIV AIR: AIR FRANCE VIEWS ON CONCORDE 

1. WIRE SERVICES REPORT REMARKS ON CONCORDE MADE 
NOV. 20 BEFORE ANGLO-AMERICAN PRESS CLUB IN PARIS 
BY GILBERT PEROL, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF AIR FRANCE. 

PEROL SAID AIR ERANCE WAS IMPATIENT TO LEARN US 
DECISION ON CONCORDE. HE WAS OPTIMISTIC OVER 
PROSPECTS EOR LANDING RIGHTS AT DULLES BUT ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT SERVICE TO JFK STILL POSED SERIOUS PROBLEMS. 

2. PEROL THOUGHT IT POSSIBLE THAT INAUGURATION OF 
SERVICE TO NEW YORK MIGHT HAVE TO BE POSTPONED 
BEYOND PRESENT TARGET DATE OF APRIL 1, 1976. IF 
LANDING RIGHTS AT NEW YORK WERE FINALLY REFUSED THIS 
WOULD, HE SAID, BE AN "ENORMOUS DISAPPOINTMENT" AND 
FRANCO-AMERICAN RELATIONS WOULD SUFFER. HE SAID THERE 
WOULD BE NO QUESTION OF RETALIATION BY AIR FRANCE IN 
SUCH AN EVENTUALITY, THOUGH OF COURSE HE COULD NOT 
SPEAK FOR THE GOF. OTHER US ROUTES WERE OF MINOR 
IMPORTANCE FOR CONCORDE SERVICE COMPARED TO NEW YORK, 
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POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES SHOULD NEW YORK RIGHTS BE 
DENIED. MIAMI WAS ONE ATTRACTIVE ALTERNATIVE, HE 
NOTED, AND SOME THOUGHT WAS ALSO BEING GIVEN TO 
MONTREAL. 

3. PEROL EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE CONCORDE WOULD BE 
COMMERCIAL SUCCESS. AP REPORTS THAT AIR FRANCE 
OFFICIALS ACCOMPANYING PEROL EXPRESSED PLEASURE WITH 
lATA AGREEMENT ON 20 PERCENT SURCHARGE FOR CONCORDE 
FARES, WHICH THEY THOUGHT WOULD ENABLE THEM TO COME 
OUT "SLIGHTLY AHEAD" ON REVENUE. 
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